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NIUE SHIP REGISTRY 
Websi te :  www.n iuesh ip .com  

 

IMO UNIQUE VESSEL, COMPANY AND REGISTERED OWNER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

SCHEME 
 (Circular NMC5.2013 (rev3)) 

 

PURPOSE: To provide guidance on application of IMO number to vessels, ship owners and 

managers.  

 

RELATED DOCUMENTS: 

 

1. IMO Circular Letter No.1886/Rev.3 

2. IMO Resolution A.600(15) 

3. IMO Resolution MSC.160(78) 

4. IMO Circular Letter No.2554 

5. SOLAS Chapter XI-1, Regulations 3, 3-1 and 5 

6. SOLAS Chapter IX, Regulation 1 (ISM Code) 

 

APPLICATION: 

 

1. The IMO vessel identification number is made of the three letters "IMO" followed by the seven-

digit number assigned to all ships by IHSF (formerly known as LRF) when constructed. This is a 

unique seven-digit number that is assigned to propelled, sea-going merchant ships of 100 GT 

and above upon keel laying with the exception of the following: 

 

1.1. Vessels solely engaged in fishing 

1.2. Ships without mechanical means of propulsion 

1.3. Pleasure yachts 

1.4. Ships engaged on special service (e.g. lightships, SAR vessels) 

1.5. Hopper barges 

1.6. Hydrofoils, air cushion vehicles 

1.7. Floating docks and structures classified in a similar manner 

1.8. Ships of war and troopships 

1.9. Wooden ships  

 

In December 2002, a modification to SOLAS Regulation XI-1/3 was made to require ships' 

identification numbers to be permanently marked in a visible place either on the ship's hull or 

superstructure. Passenger ships should carry the marking on a horizontal surface visible from 

the air. Ships should also be marked with their ID numbers internally. This number is never 

reassigned to another vessel and is shown on the ship’s certificates.  

 

2. The IMO Company Number is a permanent number for identification purposes which is 

assigned to each company and/or registered owner managing ships of 100 gross tonnage 

and above engaged on international voyages.  The procedures for the implementation is 

highlighted in IMO Circular letter No. 2554. As per the requirements of SOLAS regulation XI-1/5, 

the IMO Company number shall be inserted in the following vessel documents (where 

applicable):  

 

2.1. Continuous Synopsis Record  

2.2. Document of Compliance – ISM code  

2.3. Safety Management Certificate – ISM code  

2.4. International Ship Security Certificate - ISPS Code  

 

The Company IMO number is allocated by IHS Fairplay number, and the label begins with the 

letters "IMO" followed by either "Company" or "Registered Owner", then, followed by the seven 
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digits. Once assigned, the Company IMO number remains unchanged for a company and/or 

registered owner. 

 

CONTENTS: 

 

1. Vessels, Companies and/or Registered Owners covered by the IMO identification number 

scheme are required to provide (or apply for) the required IMO numbers when registering a 

vessel under Niue. 

 

2. The IMO number can be requested free of charge from IHS Fairplay, through the following 

methods: 

 

2.1. Online application through IHS Fairplay’s website (https://imonumbers.lrfairplay.com), 

which allows registered users to look up Numbers, by using the available “Search” facility. 

 The website has a free user registration system to enhance both the security of the site 

and the information; or 

 

2.2. Paper Forms available from our website or from IHS Fairplay’s website. 

 

3. IHS Fairplay accepts both paper forms and electronic request for Ships, Companies or 

Registered Owners who have not previously been assigned a Number.  

 

4. Companies or Registered Owners with existing IMO number may also go online at IHS Fairplay’s 

website or use the appropriate form to update their information.  

 

5. IHS Fairplay also accepts both paper forms and electronic request from ROs that undertake 

SMC shipboard and DOC company audits, and from RSOs that undertake ISSC shipboard 

audits, for Companies who have not previously been assigned an IMO number. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Registry at operations@niueship.com or call: +65 6226-2001 

for further assistance.   
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